
General solution steps (open systems)

• Sketch the system
• Identify boundary
• Identify inlet/exit channels/flows
• Label channels & its property values
• Make sure 2 properties are known at each 

channel (State postulate)
• If needed, sketch property diagram & 

processes involved (p-v, T-v)
• Begin with the general SSSF energy equation

• Simplify with relevant assumptions
• Determine property values needed

• Solve the problem…
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